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A Place for Us All 

 
Normally, the selection of my November Arrowhead article is a tough one for me because there are so many juicy topics 

to write about this time of year.  Whether it be an upcoming election (I cannot wait until we are done with this one!) or the 

World Series (This one is giving me more gray hair than a Lumberjack kitchen raid!) or the joys and deeper meaning of 

Halloween (Well, never mind, I just really like Halloween!!!), the November 1 article topic selection is always a really 

tricky one.  But, this month it is an easy choice.   

 

While I normally am not one to take a public stand on many current events (call it cowardice…or business acumen), in 

this case it seems appropriate to do so, and to do so right now, as time is of the essence. 

 

As any Nebagamon family member knows, the Boundary Waters Canoe Area (BWCA) is a very special place.  This 

incredible two million acres contains 1,100 lakes, 1200 miles of canoe routes, eleven hiking trails, and over 2000 

campsites.  The Boundary Waters is home to incredible diversity - deer, moose, beaver, wolves (in fact, it is home to the 

largest population of wolves in the contiguous United States), black bears, bobcats, bald eagles, peregrine falcons, lynx, 

and literally thousands of other species of animals and plants…..and, oh yes Fornear, lots and lots of fish too! 
 

This amazing piece of land was traversed by native peoples hunting woolly mammoths and sabre tooth tigers 

(well…..maybe hiding from them!) some 12,000 years ago.  The Boundary Waters was the homeland of the Ojibwa 

people for hundreds of years, living in harmony with the land.   

 

This truly one-of-a-kind place was deemed worthy of governmental protection in 1902. 

 

For 88 summers, campers have been venturing into this pristine wilderness area to learn about nature, themselves, 

independence, and interdependence.  For campers and staff members alike, for generations, the indelible memories 

created in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, are among the most significant and powerful markers of childhood, 

adolescence, and adulthood.   
(Continued on Page 5) 
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NEWS OF THE CAMP FAMILY 
 

I admit that most of my vacations are spent on a body of water.  Earlier this month 

I headed out west with our caretaker, Andy Mack, to meet up with a buddy that is 

a fishing guide in Casper, WY.  We fly-fished the entire week floating down the 

North Platte River.  Sometimes we would squeeze in two floats a day, and usually 

rowed off the river well after dark.  The fishing was excellent. It’s some of the 

most exciting fishing for me.  I love casting out a tiny dry fly just upstream of 

feeding fish, and then letting it drift down to them as I anxiously wait for my fly to 

disappear.  It’s nerve racking! Most fish were caught on dry flies and streamers. 

The fish comes up, slurps it in, and it’s off to the races.  The pursuit, the battle, the 

catch…it never gets old. 

Then this past weekend it was time for my annual Boundary Waters trip with a group of guys that I worked with at 

Camp Nebagamon way back in the early 90s.  This was our 19
th
 year doing this trip.  We had beautiful weather, great 

meals and two sweet campfires for the quick three day trip. Camp fostered our friendships through an incredible 

community and programming.  Whether you are on our amazing 77 acres or out on one of our wilderness trips, at 

camp, you make friendships that last forever.   

Alright, back to where I started.  Whether it’s a river, lake, or pond, water based activities are a huge part of my life.  

And, as of lately, water seems to make the news on a regular basis.  There was the Flint, MI issue, the Great Lakes 

compact on whether or not the city of Waukesha, WI could get water from Lake Michigan, the sulfide mine near the 

Boundary Waters, the other sulfide mine in northeastern Wisconsin in the Lake Superior drainage, Line 5 (an oil line 

that goes through northern Wisconsin and under the Mackinaw bridge into lower Michigan that is 10 years past its 

life expectancy), and, of course, the protest in North Dakota with the Dakota Access Pipeline. Personally, it frightens 

me that there are so many issues today that involve water.  I’ve rowed amazing rivers in British Columbia, Alaska, 

Idaho, California, Wyoming, Wisconsin and Michigan.  Many of us have paddled the Boundary Waters and have 

spent countless hours on Lake Nebagamon. We need to remind ourselves that each of these bodies of water is a 

precious resource and protect them.  Please don’t take them for granted, and keep on paddling them.   

As always, I would love to publish all of your news in the Arrowhead, so if you have some news, please shoot me an 

email at fornear@campnebagamon.com.   Also, keep your eyes open for the Camp Nebagamon reunion tour that 

begins after the election.   If you cannot make it to a reunion, check us out on Facebook or Instagram 

camp_nebagamon.  Hope to see you this winter, and keep on paddling!  

 

IT MAY INTEREST YOU TO KNOW that Matthew Campbell (Portland) has been playing football and keeping 

his eyes to the sky looking for snow.  Bob Campbell (Portland) is currently on a NOLS semester course and, later on 

this winter, he will be transferring to the University of Minnesota - Duluth.       

 

IN THE WHERE-ARE-THEY-NOW DEPARTMENT: Jason Kander (Kansas City ‘92) is running for Senator 

of Missouri. James Atkinson (Australia ’08-‘11) has spent the past two years working in Cambodia and Fiji on 

the US Survivor TV show.  James gets to build and test out all the challenges! On a side note, after Fiji this 

year, James caught up with Joe 'Rocket' Kitchenham and Zach Muzik in Queenstown, NZ.  Yet another 

example of the friendships that one builds at camp.   

 

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS go to Danny Cohen (D.C./Los Angeles ’95-’01,’03-’07,’10-‘11) and Emily 

Towers (Los Angeles).  Ryan Glasspiegel (CT/Chicago ’96-’02,’04-’07,’09) and Karla Bright (Chicago). 

 

BAR MITZVAH CONGRATULATIONS go to Raven Deerwater (Los Angeles).  

 
 

mailto:fornear@campnebagamon.com
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HOME IS WHERE YOU LAY YOUR HAT! 

 

As always, the Camp Nebagamon road show will be headed for the highway! We are looking 

forward to seeing many of you during our travels.  Listed below is a tentative schedule.  Look 

for news about the rest of the travel schedule in the coming Arrowheads or at 

www.campnebagamon.com.  Rest assured that we will email invitations to members of the 

camp family in the cities that we are visiting approximately three weeks prior to each reunion. 

Please be courteous and RSVP to the host families. 
 

 

City 

 
Dates Reunion Details 

Kansas City November 10 
Fromm, 6:30  PM 

 

St. Louis November 11 
Center of Clayton,  6:45 PM 

50 Gay Avenue, Clayton 

Memphis November 13 
Weiss, 4:00 PM 

 

Atlanta November 15 
Greenwald, 6:30 PM 

 

Cincinnati November 17 
Blatt, 6:30 PM 

 

Detroit November 28 
Topf, 7:00 PM  

 

Boston November 29 
Bellaire, 7:00 PM 

 

Katonah, NY December 1 
Katonah Village Library, 6:30 PM 

26 Bedford Road, Katonah 

New York December 4 
Platt, 4:00 PM 

 

Washington D.C. December 5 
Cohen, Mon., 7:00 PM 

 

Twin Cities  Early January TBD 

Chicago January 15  
Heller Nature Center, 3:00 PM 

2821 Ridge Road, Highland Park 

San Francisco TBA  

Los Angeles TBA  

Phoenix TBA  

San Diego TBA  

Denver TBA  
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At Camp 
 

Caretaker Joe Hits the Floor 
Although the deciduous trees are all without their leaves now and the 

conifers dropped a blanket of golden needles at their feet some weeks 

ago, it has been quite a beautiful fall here in northern Wisconsin. We 

have only experienced a couple of hard overnight frosts, have not had a 

single flake of October snow (extremely rare for this far north), and we 

have had temperatures 10-15 degrees above the normal highs for most 

of the month! And before the leaves fell and the needles blanketed, the 

fall colors were absolutely brilliant and long lasting. But, with each 

gust of wind out of the northwest, we can feel the dry chill of what is 

sure to be coming soon, yes, that’s right, whether you dread it or 

delight in it, winter is coming!  

 

The ample warm weather allowed us to tackle a big job in camp’s 

largest (unheated) building, the Rec Hall. More specifically, the Rec Hall floor, which, with all of the 

years of wet and sandy feet passing over it, had developed large dark “rings” around the base of each 

table and obvious “trails” could be seen in all of the heaviest trafficked areas of the floor. The 

discoloration was not so noticeable with all of the tables and chairs in place, but, when removed for the 

annual fall cleaning and wax stripping operation, the discoloration became disturbingly obvious. So 

head caretaker, Andy Mack, decided this was the year that we needed to address the growing and 

darkening trails and rings. 

 

For those of you unfamiliar with camp’s Rec Hall, the dining area floor is a very large space of about 35 

feet wide by 55 feet long covered in a beautiful hardwood Maple flooring. This rectangular space with 

its gorgeous Maple floor, and a portion of the current kitchen, was the whole of the original Rec Hall 

building built in 1931, with 1932 being its first camp season of use. For a portion of its history, the room 

was also used as a basketball court, and to this day can be quickly converted into an entertainment hall 

by pulling the tables, and adding the portable stage that is stored beneath the building. In 1935, the north 

porch (the Axeman porch) was added, and then in 1938, the south porch (the Lumberjack porch) was 

added.  Judging by the wrap-around construction, this was also the year the kitchen area was expanded 

to its current footprint. (I once again thank the Steins for this historical information that comes from 

their book KEEPING THE FIRES BURNING: A History and Memoir of Camp Nebagamon available 

through the authors and Amazon of course.) 

 

The maintenance of the floor has stayed about the same for all of these years. After each meal a 

“sweeping” is “performed” by the KP boy for each table, and then every Wednesday we caretakers 

actually sweep and then mop the entire dining hall floor and both porches, and every other Wednesday 

the Maple floor receives a coat of wax to protect the floor from wear. Each fall after the camp season 

comes to an end, the floor is given a treatment of wax stripper to remove the coats of wax, and then a 

fresh waxing is done to ready the floor for the next season. But with the discoloration of the paths and 

rings on the floor we decided that the entire floor needed to be sanded down to raw wood after which the 

floor would be resealed with a modern polyurethane floor finish.  

 

We have completed this type of work before, in the rooms of the second floor of the Big House, in the 

caretaker’s house, and just last fall in range cabin B, but none of those floors were nearly as large as the 

Rec Hall floor. With these jobs in mind, on his way to the rental shop to pick up the large drum sander, 

Caretaker Andy figured this would be no big deal. Well, it didn’t take long for him to realize that this 

wasn’t going to be your typical sand-it and poly-it job!  
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A Place for Us All (Continued from Page 1) 
Simply put, the Boundary Waters Canoe Area is among the most special places on this planet…..it is a true national treasure 

and it is our responsibility to make sure it stays that way. 

 

Sadly, high metal prices and advancements in ore processing technology have made Minnesota’s low grade 

sulfide ore, at the edge of the BWCA, an appealing target to mining companies. This has resulted in proposed 

sulfide-ore copper mining operations from companies in Chile, Canada and elsewhere who have been pursuing 

this persistently, with over 100 applications for permits to conduct exploratory drilling on federal public lands 

since 2008.  

 

Sulfide-ore copper mining is a risky type of mining that has never before been permitted in Minnesota. By-

products of sulfide-ore copper mining include hazardous pollutants such as sulfuric acid and heavy metals, which 

could permanently pollute the pristine water and unspoiled forests of the Boundary Waters and damage the 

sustainable economy of the wilderness-edge communities in the area. This type of mining has usually been done 

in more arid regions; unfortunately, the potential for pollution is directly tied to water, which in this case would be 

particularly damaging in this watery ecosystem.  The proposed sulfide-ore copper mines are not within the 

Boundary Waters itself, but their pollution would flow into the Boundary Waters, causing direct damage. 

 

As a camp family, no matter where you live, I hope that we can all take the time to make our voices heard on this.  

Please take the time to write to your representatives in government and sign this petition to make it clear that you 

oppose these mines https://www.savetheboundarywaters.org/sign-petition.  You can also find more information 

about this issue at http://www.friends-bwca.org/issues/sulfide-mining/ or watch this powerful video, 

https://vimeo.com/7586186. Save the Boundary Waters Canoe Area for all of its natural inhabitants, and for 

generations of campers to come. 

 

Keep the Fires Burning. 

 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Caretaker Joe Hits the Floor (Continued from Page 4) 
After several passes with the large industrial floor sander, it appeared that nothing was happening. After much 

observation and a bit of head scratching, we determined that the wax build up on the floor, after so many years, 

despite the annual wax stripping procedure, was so thick and slippery that even with the coarsest grit sandpaper 

(which looked much like gravel glued to paper) the surface of the floor was barely scratched! We decided that 

more wax stripping was needed. The rental sander was returned, and several gallons of wax stripper was 

purchased instead. Well, for the next three days, caretakers Andy and Jack stripped and restripped and then 

stripped the floors again. Still not all of the wax build up was gone. We decided that we needed to get more 

aggressive so we applied coats of wax stripper and then scraped large ribbons of wax off of the floor with heavy 

duty scrapers. The guys guess that they stripped the floor about a dozen times over those three days, and finally 

got the wax off to a point that the original 1932 varnish was beginning to appear.  It became painfully obvious 

that the one application of stripper the floor had gotten each fall for the last 84 years was woefully inadequate!  

 

Now with the varnish obviously visible, caretaker Andy was once again off to the rental shop and came back with 

two of the industrial sanders this time. Unfortunately the frustration of this job was not over yet, because it turns 

out that sanding a hard Maple floor is much slower than the soft pine floors we had done previously. Even with 

two sanders working the floor, it took two more weeks to get through all of the successive grits of sandpaper 

needed to get the floor totally stripped and smooth. It felt as if we were mowing an entire football field of tall 

grass with only a push mower that could cut only 1/8 of an inch of grass per pass and you could only push the 

mower forward an inch at a time! Well, as with all awful jobs, although ample complaining about sore backs and 

much discussion of the impossible task at hand was had, this job was completed and the floor hasn’t looked this 

good since 1932! 

 

Strangely glad that I missed a week of this grueling task while sick in bed, it’s Caretaker Joe At Camp. 

 

https://www.savetheboundarywaters.org/sign-petition
http://www.friends-bwca.org/issues/sulfide-mining/
https://vimeo.com/7586186


 

Page 7 

 

MORE 2016 ENROLLMENTS ARRIVE! 
 

Our inbox has continued to see new registrations for the upcoming summer, and 

we are thrilled to welcome all these campers to our amazing 75 acres next June 

18 or July 16.  Parents, you can enroll campers by going to the online form at 

https://nebagamon.campintouch.com/v2/camper/application/app0.aspx. 

Listed below are boys who were registered when The Arrowhead went to press.  

A new camper is denoted by an asterisk before his name, and his home city is 

noted.  An eight-week camper is indicated with an (8). 

 

2nd Grade Campers: *Logan Hoffman (London, UK), *Coulson McConnell 

(Columbus, OH), *Arron Zelzy (Cincinnati, OH) 

 

3rd Grade Campers:*Asher Corndorf (Minneapolis, MN), *Gavin Gray (New 

Wilmington, PA), Simon Kessler, *Jonah Kleiman (Northbrook, IL), *Ben Laytin 

(Chicago, IL), Liam Mann, Micah Rosenbloom, *Jonathan Schiff-Lewin (Oak Park, IL)  

 

4th Grade Campers: Oliver Brenner, *Matthew Gordon (Deerfield, IL), Noah Horowitz (8), Ryan Kessler, 

Michael Kotcher, Jaimie Mandelbaum, Sam Montag, *Auden Osburn (Wilmette, IL), *Raphael Posen (Los 

Angeles, CA), Jacob Rolfe (8), Asher Sigman, Kobi Silver, Milo Solomon (8), *Micah Stone (Chicago, IL), Leo 

Susser 

 

5th Grade Campers: Alexander Averbuch, Jasper Braunschweiger, Will Dupont, Joel Fisher, Mark Gingiss, 

Gabriel Heller (8), Chase Herbert, *Jacob Lutsky (Los Angeles, CA), Hudson McConnell, Patrick Meehan, Sam 

More, Will Needlman, Jake Novack, Milo Peterson, Jonah Rontal, Owen Rosenthal, Griffin Scissors, Lawson 

Weeldreyer, Josh Wells (8), Eli Zelvy 

 

6
th

 Grade Campers: Sebastian Alderman (8), Michael Cohen (8), Adam Eberhard, Nick Fleisher, Emmitt 

Gerstein, Jacob Greenwald, Ben Hackney, Thomas Harrison, Matthew Kotcher, Jacob Laytin (8), Simon Mann, 

Josh Marcus (8), Nelson Mendels (8), Isaac Saffold, Finn Sher (8), Nathan Starhill (8), Jack Tierney, Steven 

Weeldreyer, *Nurali Zhuiriktayev (Almaty, Kazakhstan) 

 

7th Grade Campers: Benjamin Bakal, *Sam Bloch (Oberhausbergen, France), Justin Blumberg (8), Jesse Chan 

(8), Charlie Cohen, Daniel Cohen (8), Ben Effress (8), Nick Friedman (8), Billy Galpern (8), Jesse Gell (8), Jack 

Goodman (8), Jack Gordon, Tyler Gray (8), Daniel Heller (8), Matthew Hooper, Danny Horowitz (8), Gabi 

Huberman-Shlaes (8), Julian Jackson, Jonah Karafiol (8), Ben Kessler (8), Adam Lewis, Miles Lokken, Eli Moog 

(8), Joshua Naranjo, *Jake Paderewski (Savannah, GA), Brady Rivkin, Jack Rivkin (8), Daniel Sabados, Ben 

Shacter, Jason Shacter, Gabriel Sloan-Garcia, Nate Wells (8), Solomon Wexler, Nate Woldenberg (8), Noah 

Yaker  

 

8th Grade Campers: Eli Aronson, John Bellaire (8), Grady Clark (8), Cian Duffy, Matthew Garchik (8), Owen 

Goldsmith (8), Alex Greco, Ben Hanson-Kaplan (8), Zachary Herman, Orion Kornfeld (8), Ben Montag (8), 

Matthew Naranjo, Will O’Brien, John Osburn, Ryan Patterson, Fletcher Redondo (8), Max Rontal (8), Marc 

Rosenthal, Isaac Schiff-Lewin (8), Sam Shapira (8), Jesse Shapiro (8), Finn Sher (8), Gavin Stern, Ben Weiner, 

Jed Whalen Stewart, Eli Whiting, Jack Wineman (8)   

 

9th Grade Campers: Andrew Bahn (8), Camden Blumberg (8), Jonah Docter-Loeb (8), Micah Franzel, Elliot 

Heldman, Nate Hohner (8), Jordan Hornick, Bryce Johnson (8), Ethan Kalishman, Coby Keren, Sebastian Klein 

(8), Ari Krupnick (8), Ben Lindy (8), Henry Lokken, Narique Lowe, Jeremy Margolin (8), Isaac Miller, Jack 

Rogen (8), Ben Serwer (8), Benjamin Sklar, Drew Sklar, Charlie Steinbaum, Oliver Swack (8), Peter Whelan, 

Zakary Zawel (8) 

 

K   E   E   P     T   H   E     F   I   R   E   S     B   U   R   N   I   N   G 

https://nebagamon.campintouch.com/v2/camper/application/app0.aspx


    


