
Volume LXXXIX                                                             Number 3                                                               March 2017 
 

Camp in the Winter 
 

For years, I have been mystified at the reactions I get as I make my way through my days at camp.  There 

can be little doubt that by the books, I am able to toss off a funny pun, corny joke, or hokey quip with 

incredible acumen, agility and speed.  You would think that there would be an appreciation for such a 

singular talent at camp, but, that has not been my experience.  Instead of praise and adoration, I am 

forced to endure more eye rolling than Linda Blair’s Exorcist portrayal, more hisses than Indiana Jones 

experienced in the Temple of the Forbidden Eye, and more groans than in the most zombie filled scene in 

The Walking Dead.  To be honest…..this has hurt me deeply. 

 

But now I get it.  You see, I have just returned from a week long stint at the American Camp Association’s 

National Conference.  That’s right, I was served the ultimate comeuppance by spending three days 

surrounded by over 1,000 camp director types, all with the same “gift” for turning EVERY situation or 

comment into a “hilarious” pun, joke, or witticism.   

 

So let me take this moment to apologize to the thousands of people that I have subjected to my “unique” 

style of camp director humor over these past 14 summers.  I have done you all wrong….and I am sorry! 

 

Still, the ACA National Conference is a very special and wonderful gathering.  It brings together over 1,000 

people with a singular vocational objective…doing everything in their power to aid in the growth and 

development of children. 

 

The conference was packed with educational sessions to attend and experts from which to learn.  

Sessions included topics such as how to train staff to counsel empathetically, nutritional best practices for 

a camp kitchen, how to run the most effective infirmaries, fun new games that aid in team building, how 

to address bullying at camp, how to manage transgender issues in a summer camp setting, and tons 

more.  From the sessions alone I came away with tons of new ideas for how to make our already fantastic 

camp program grow further.                                                                                             (Continued on Page 5)
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NEWS OF THE CAMP FAMILY 

 

Strong south winds brought rain and 50 degree temperatures to the 

northland last week, which is not typical mid-February weather for our 

region.  Sadly, the heat wave arrived just before my 4th Book Across The 

Bay.  The “Book” is a 10K night-time ski “race” from Ashland, WI to 

Washburn, WI, across the frozen Lake Superior.  When we arrived at the 

finish line to get on the shuttle bus to take us to the starting line, the 

volunteers were urging people to walk or run, as all of the snow on top 

of the ice had melted on the course, essentially making it a shallow 

lake on top of the ice.  We all decided that we came to ski and ski we 

did.  Joining our crew of five were 3000 other skiers, walkers/runners, 

and snowshoers.  We donned our Hawaiian shirts and joined Wave 2 

for our start.  The horn sounded and we were off! Ten feet into the race 

my legs and feet were soaked as we skied through two to three inches 

of ice cold water for the next 10 kilometers.  Many things make this event amazing, the 1000 lighted 

luminaries lighting the course, the couple hundred volunteers making it happen, traversing across 

Lake Superior, and the gigantic circus tent at the end with live music and a hearty bowl of chili. As 

we skied across the lake, we stopped at many aid stations to share in the volunteers’ enthusiasm, 

grab a cookie, and then head back out for more puddle skiing.  Some clouds were present, but 

there was still enough night sky to take in some planet and constellation gazing.  It was just awesome! 

As we came to the home stretch, the five of us were double poling strong for the finish line.  In all of 

the excitement, as I pushed down on the poles, my left ski stuck just for a fraction of a second, and 

with the grace of all contestants at one of our belly flop contests off our diving board at camp, I did 

an amazing face plant/flop into a giant puddle.  I soaked the entire front side of my body, but 

entertained the crowds at the finish line.  With a little pride left in the engine, I stood tall on the skis 

and skied hard to the finish line a mere 20 feet away! Frozen, drenched feet and saturated clothing 

all made for another wickedly awesome Book Across The Bay and I cannot wait for next year!   

 

With our reunion tours wrapping up for the season, I’m going to need your help.  Please send me 

news of yourself via snail mail, wagon train, or email (y’all still do that right???). I promise to make you 

famous in next month’s Arrowhead!  ‘Till next time, enjoy the day, and if want to be a part of a really 

sweet large event, head north to Ashland, WI the 3rd weekend of February 2018!  

  

IT MAY INTEREST YOU TO KNOW that in Boise, Nikita Schwartzman was named to the Idaho State All 

State basketball team.  In Nashville this winter, we learned that Alexander Averbuch is a member of 

the percussion club, origami club and also plays basketball.  Douglas Lescher is a member of the 

documentary making club while Jake Lescher is working at Five Guys Burgers and Chick Fil A.  Just 

north, in Cincinnati, Nathan Berman plays on his ultimate team, which is ranked Top 25 in the country.  

Eli Zelvy stays busy with basketball and Ethan Blatt plays competitive tennis and soccer.  Ethan was 

also lucky enough to sing a song with the Boss – Bruce Springsteen! Lastly, Matthew Youkalis writes for 

his school newspaper. 
 

IN THE WHERE-ARE-THEY-NOW DEPARTMENT: Jim Feldman (Glencoe/Madison ’81-’84,’90-’95,’01) is the 

Director of Environmental Studies at the University of Wisconsin – Oshkosh. Emily Jodock (Northwood, 

ND/Denver ’05-’07,’09-‘15) is the office manager for the Colorado Lawyers Committee in Denver, 

CO.   

 

IN THE BIBS AND DIAPERS DEPARTMENT:  It’s a boy, Gavin Joel, for Jackelyn Silverman and Zach 

Silverman (Bellaire, TX ’95-‘00).     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPACES STILL AVAILABLE FOR THIS SUMMER 
 

The summer is getting closer, and enrollments are still rolling in to the office. We still do have some spaces available in 

each session for 2017. If you know of any prospective new campers, please have them contact the camp office soon to 

ensure that they can register for the summer.  Listed below are boys that registered in February.  New campers have an 

asterisk before their names, and their hometowns are in parentheses.      

 

2nd Grade Campers: *Ace Burvall (San Diego, CA), *Ari Held (Washington, DC), *Will Livers (Salt Lake City, UT) 

3rd Grade Campers: *Drew Malk (Minneapolis, MN), *Sydney Rosenbloom (New York, NY), *Levi Yaker      

(Detroit, MI) 

4th Grade Campers: *Charlie Livers (Salt Lake City, UT), Adam Salem-Atia 

5th Grade Campers: Addison Burvall, *Collin de la Garza (Salt Lake City, UT, William de la Garza (Salt Lake City, 

UT), Luke Galik, Tristan Hall 

6th Grade Campers: Lucas Daskal, *Drew Smith (San Francisco, CA) 

7th Grade Campers: Jordan Carlin, Coleman Madland, Charlie Peters  

8th Grade Campers: Asher Burvall, Wyatt Fox, Oliver held, Nathan Maybach, Corrado Mosconi, Matthew Naranjo 

9th Grade Campers: Dylan Fox, Cristopher Leon 
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PARENT PREPARATION PACKET COMING YOUR WAY! 
 

One certain sign of spring is the arrival of the packet of information to help you plan for the summer.  This year 

all the paperwork for you camper will again be available in an online-only format.  We will still be mailing the 

Parent Handbook and the official Nebagamon luggage tags, so please look for them in the mail.  (If you want to 

go ahead and contact Travel One, Camp Nebagamon’s official travel agency, please call them at 800-245-

1111.)  This important mailing will leave camp’s winter office by the end of March.  In the meantime, don’t 

hesitate to contact us at 208-345-5544 or briggs@campnebagamon.com with any questions you may have 

about getting ready for a wonderful 2017 season! 

 

STAFFING NEEDS REMAIN! 
 

Know someone looking for a great Summer 2017 experience?  Below you will find 

a list of positions that remain open.  As always, the best source for new staff is the 

camp family.  If you contact the camp office with a referral, we will follow up 

quickly, or you can have interested individuals contact us directly. 

 

Office Assistant 

MOCA Specialist  

Senior Counselors  

mailto:briggs@campnebagamon.com


At Camp 

 

Caretaker Joe Waits for Spring 
 
Though we have been hard at work inside the shop refurbishing the old, refreshing 

paint on the well-used, and building some new items this month, the anemic winter 

weather continues to be the big story in our area this February. Just as in December 

and January, two weeks of hearty, full-bodied winter weather was followed by two 

weeks of what can only be described as spring weather again this month.  

 

The beginning of February started out hopeful. With seasonable cold and ample 

snowfall early in the month, the ice of January’s second-half meltdown was well 

covered and the ski trails returned to good condition. I was even able to do some snowshoeing early in 

the month when I hiked to my off-the-grid cabin on the Amnicon River just off County Road B on the way 

to Pattison State Park. (Pattison is a park  many of you eight-week campers know from spending an 

afternoon there on changeover day between sessions.) The snow was not very deep, a crusty six inches of 

base with a five inch fluffy top, but it felt good to be hiking up the frozen river in my Ojibwa style 

snowshoes, on a cold crisp afternoon. I was almost able to forget that this was a small window of 

normalcy in what was quite an abnormal winter. The hike was great and I enjoyed many cool ice 

formations and saw several critter tracks: deer, wild turkey, and fox.  I even came upon an eagle landing 

site where I saw a long wing tip stripe on the snow and the spot where the large bird landed with a couple 

hops and left perfect tracks as he walked on up a hill toward the county road to what I assumed was a 

road kill sight.  

 

But our small window of February winter weather slammed shut on the 10th of the month when the 

previous day’s high of 16 degrees was eclipsed by a 36 degree high, and that was the end of our winter 

weather for February! This month’s false spring weather stripped nearly all of our snow cover with a solid 

week of temperatures ranging from the upper 30s to the lower 40s. And then it got really warm from the 

17th through the 22nd, when the temperatures stayed well above freezing each night and the day time 

highs reached the upper 40s and lower 50s, topping out at 57 degrees on the 19th! As you can imagine, 

the scenery changed from a delightful winter white to a muddy spring lawn brownish green by the end of 

the week. The only snow left was a few icy patches in the shade of the woods, and the plow mounds 

along the roads.  

 

The snow pack wasn’t the only casualty of this month’s premature meltdown. The American Birkebeiner 

Cross Country Ski Marathon has been held the last weekend of February since 1973, just 30 miles south of 

Lake Nebagamon. The ski marathon starts in Cable, WI and ends approximately 30 miles due south in 

Hayward, WI. A week and a half before the 43rd annual “Birkie” was to be held, the trail was in good to 

excellent condition, but with the peak of the meltdown occurring the weekend before the race, 

organizers were left hoping for storms to our south to save the day. Disappointingly, the race saving storm 

stayed well south (8-13 inches fell in a stripe across southern MN and WI) and the race had to be 

cancelled. The organizers reported that 11,000 people had registered to ski the Berkie events, and that 

10,000 people showed up despite the cancellation. All of the race’s surrounding “Festival” events were 

held, so the day was still fun, though not as challenging as in the past. 

 

Back here at camp the ski trail is completely shot, of course, and I have been thinking about giving up on 

my skis and getting out my mountain bike! Though you never can rule out a month of hard winter in March 

this far north, the forecast is looking like March is to be more lamb than lion this year, and so the CNST 

(Camp Nebagamon Ski Trail) will most likely become the CNBT (Camp Nebagamon Bike Trail) again, 

earlier than usual this year.  

 

Torn between wanting a little more winter this year and the craving for an early spring, it’s Caretaker Joe 

at camp. 
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CAMP IN THE WINTER (Continued from Page 1) 

 

Still, even with all of this new information learned from the educational sessions at the conference, probably the 

most valuable time is spent in the informal settings, either between sessions, at meals, or in the evenings, as 

camp directors from all over the world sit down together and share experiences, ideas, challenges, and 

successes with one another.   

 

It is in these informal situations that we learn about some of the amazing special events that happen at 

different camps.  Some camp directors were enthralled by my description of the Grand Pursuit, our AMAZING 

fun and creative second-session team competition day.  I was inspired as I heard of the incredible event called 

Realm at Camp Chippewa, in which they create their own medieval economy and lay siege to “castles” all 

over camp.  Folks in North Carolina were fascinated to hear about our ARO record keeping of the goals and 

activities of our campers, and I was motivated by the creative approach to talent shows employed by a camp 

in Washington. 

 

On top of it all, in listening to and speaking with camp folks from across the globe, I was proud.  So much of 

what we do at Nebagamon is either squarely in line with the very best practices in the industry, or in many 

cases well ahead of the curve.  While there is always much to be learned and many ways to move our 

program forward, it was enormously encouraging to hear time and time again about how we are doing it so 

right at Camp Nebagamon. 

 

Plus….I have assurances from at least a dozen camp directors that they intend to take the 2:30 dentist joke 

viral. 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
 

21ST ANNUAL ICEBREAKER CONTEST STARTS NOW! 
      

It’s time for the annual icebreaker contest!  We’re hoping spring will soon be upon us, so when exactly will the 

ice break?  That’s the question facing us as we begin this year’s contest.  

 

In 2012 Lake Nebagamon experienced its earliest icebreak on record, falling on March 21
st
.  The latest ice 

breakup was on May 14
th

 in 2013. The Official Lake Nebagamon Ice Recorder is none other than our own Andy 

Mack.  He is already monitoring the lake for the village and will let us know as soon as the ice disappears, 

whether it happens mid-afternoon or at 3 a.m. Yes folks, Andy spends every waking moment (eating, sleeping, 

and working!) on the very shores of Lake Nebagamon to let us know EXACTLY when the ice breaks up 

(correct up to the second)! 

 

To enter, simply send an email with your guess of when you think the ice will break up to 

briggs@campnebagamon.com.  All entries must be received by March 15th.  Of course, it would be wise to 

read the fine print below before making your guess. Winners could be contacted by Bravo TV, the Cartoon 

Network, VH1, the Discovery Channel, and other major networks and also will receive prominent mention in 

The Arrowhead.  So don’t wait until the last minute.  Send us your guess right away! 
No purchase necessary.  To enter the Icebreaker Contest promotion outlined above, follow all directions published in the offer.  The Grand Prize will be awarded in one installment and will be notified by certified mail.  In the case of multiple 

entries the grand prize winner will be selected by a random drawing among all eligible entries received.  Estimated odds of winning: 1:30. 
 

THE FOLLOWING APPLIES TO THE SWEEPSTAKES ABOVE: 

Sweepstakes begins on the day you receive this Arrowhead and all entries must be received by April 1.  Sponsor is not responsible for lost, late, misdirected, damaged, incomplete, illegible or postage-due mail.  Entries become the property of 

Camp Nebagamon LLC and will not be returned or acknowledged.  Any prize notice that results from a printing, production, typographical, mechanical or other error will be void.  If due to an error, more than one prize notice is issued, the prize 
will be awarded in a random drawing among all such notices issued and received. Sweepstakes open to the residents of the United States and Canada and to residents in selected parts of Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia, Mexico, North America 

and South America, where made available and where permitted by law.  Employees (full-time) of Camp Nebagamon LLC and members of those employees' immediate families are not eligible. Select camp dogs permitted to submit entries; cats 

prohibited. This offer is subject to all applicable federal, state, provincial and local laws and regulations and is void whenever prohibited or restricted by law. Winner selection and random drawings are under the supervision of Ostrow Reisin 
Berk and Abrams Ltd., an independent accounting firm whose decisions are final.  Random drawings will be held within 5 days of the ice breaking, no later than 5:00 p.m. at 877 Chardie Road, Boise, ID 83702.  Winners will be notified within 

10 days of the selection/drawing.  Any prize or prize notification returned to the sponsor as undeliverable will result in the awarding of that prize to an alternate winner in a random drawing.  Prize is not transferable except to a surviving spouse.  

Substitution for the prize may be necessary due to unavailability, in which case a comparable prize of equal or lesser value will be awarded.  In countries where cash prizes are prohibited, substitute merchandise of comparable value will be 
awarded.  Taxes (and any expenses not specified herein) are the responsibility of the winners.  Entry and acceptance of the prize constitute permission (except where prohibited by law) to use the winner's name, hometown and likeness forpurpose 

of advertising and promotion on behalf of the contest sponsor without further compensation. If you've read this far, congratulations!  The fine print is a joke, but the contest is for  
Real.
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